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Total Fire Bans

DFES

Total Fire Bans affect everyone, whether you live near bush or in a built up area. They 17
are a prevention measure to warn you of a day of predicted adverse fire weather. On 33

these days you should be particularly careful not to cause a fire to start. 47

WHAT DOES A TOTAL FIRE BAN MEAN? 54

It means a person must not: 60

. Light, maintain or use a fire in the open air 71

. Carry out an activity in the open air that causes or is likely to cause a fire. 89

The ban includes: 92

. Hot works (welding, grinding, soldering, gas cutting) 100

. All open solid fuel fires for the purpose of cooking or camping 113

. Use of incinerators and other activities (as described in the ‘What Can’t 126

I do on a Total Fire Ban day?’ section). 136

WHEN WILL A TOTAL FIRE BAN BE DECLARED? 144

They are declared on days when fires will be difficult to control, are most 158

likely to threaten lives and property, or when widespread fires are impacting the 171

availability of resources. The decision to put a ban in place is based on the weather 187

forecast. DFES consults with the Bureau of Meteorology to determine when dangerous 199

fire weather conditions are likely. DFES also consults with local governments that will 212

be affected. The need for the ban to remain is assessed and may be revoked in the 229

morning if weather conditions ease. The status of a ban should be checked after 6pm 244

each day. 246
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Total Fire Bans affect everyone, whether you live near bush or in a built up area. They

are a prevention measure to warn you of a day of predicted adverse fire weather. On

these days you should be particularly careful not to cause a fire to start.

WHAT DOES A TOTAL FIRE BAN MEAN?

It means a person must not:

. Light, maintain or use a fire in the open air

. Carry out an activity in the open air that causes or is likely to cause a fire.

The ban includes:

. Hot works (welding, grinding, soldering, gas cutting)

. All open solid fuel fires for the purpose of cooking or camping

. Use of incinerators and other activities (as described in the ‘What Can’t

I do on a Total Fire Ban day?’ section).

WHEN WILL A TOTAL FIRE BAN BE DECLARED?

They are declared on days when fires will be difficult to control, are most

likely to threaten lives and property, or when widespread fires are impacting the

availability of resources. The decision to put a ban in place is based on the weather

forecast. DFES consults with the Bureau of Meteorology to determine when dangerous

fire weather conditions are likely. DFES also consults with local governments that will

be affected. The need for the ban to remain is assessed and may be revoked in the

morning if weather conditions ease. The status of a ban should be checked after 6pm

each day.
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