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Uranus Facts

Mr J

Uranus is the seventh planet from the sun and the first to be discovered by scientists. 16
Although Uranus is visible to the naked eye, it was long mistaken as a star because of 33

the planet’s dimness and slow orbit. The planet is also notable for its dramatic tilt, 48

which causes its axis to point nearly directly at the sun. 59

British astronomer William Herschel discovered Uranus accidentally on March 13, 69

1781, with his telescope while surveying all stars down to those about 10 times dimmer 84

than can be seen by the naked eye. One "star" seemed different, and within a year 100

Uranus was shown to follow a planetary orbit. 108

Uranus was named after the Greek sky deity Ouranos, the earliest of the lords of the 124

heavens. It is the only planet to be named after a Greek god rather than a Roman one. 142

Before the name was settled on, many names had been proposed for the new planet, 157

including Hypercronius ("above Saturn"), Minerva (the Roman goddess of wisdom), 167

and Herschel, after its discoverer. 172

Uranus is blue-green in colour, the result of methane in its mostly hydrogen-helium 187

atmosphere. The planet is often dubbed an ice giant, since 80 percent or more of its 203

mass is made up of a fluid mix of water, methane, and ammonia ices. Unlike the other 220

planets of the solar system, Uranus is tilted so far that it essentially orbits the sun on its 238

side, with the axis of its spin nearly pointing at the star. This unusual orientation might 254

be due to a collision with a planet-size body, or several small bodies, soon after it was 272

formed. 273
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Uranus is the seventh planet from the sun and the first to be discovered by scientists.

Although Uranus is visible to the naked eye, it was long mistaken as a star because of

the planet’s dimness and slow orbit. The planet is also notable for its dramatic tilt,

which causes its axis to point nearly directly at the sun.

British astronomer William Herschel discovered Uranus accidentally on March 13,

1781, with his telescope while surveying all stars down to those about 10 times dimmer

than can be seen by the naked eye. One "star" seemed different, and within a year

Uranus was shown to follow a planetary orbit.

Uranus was named after the Greek sky deity Ouranos, the earliest of the lords of the

heavens. It is the only planet to be named after a Greek god rather than a Roman one.

Before the name was settled on, many names had been proposed for the new planet,

including Hypercronius ("above Saturn"), Minerva (the Roman goddess of wisdom),

and Herschel, after its discoverer.

Uranus is blue-green in colour, the result of methane in its mostly hydrogen-helium

atmosphere. The planet is often dubbed an ice giant, since 80 percent or more of its

mass is made up of a fluid mix of water, methane, and ammonia ices. Unlike the other

planets of the solar system, Uranus is tilted so far that it essentially orbits the sun on its

side, with the axis of its spin nearly pointing at the star. This unusual orientation might

be due to a collision with a planet-size body, or several small bodies, soon after it was

formed.
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