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Getting to Know the Planets

Mercury is the closest planet to the sun. As such, it circles the sun faster than 16
all the other planets, which is why Romans named it after the swift-footed 30

messenger god Mercury. 33

Mercury was known since at least 5,000 years ago, where it was often 47

associated with Nabu, the god of writing. Mercury was also given separate 59

names for its appearance as both a morning star and as an evening star. 73

Greek astronomers knew, however, that the two names referred to the same 85

body. Heraclitus believed that both Mercury and Venus orbited the sun, not 97

Earth. 98

Venus is the second planet from the Sun and is the second brightest object in 113

the night sky after the Moon. Named after the Roman goddess of love and 127

beauty, Venus is the second largest terrestrial planet and is sometimes 138

referred to as the Earth’s sister planet due the their similar size and mass. The 153

surface of the planet is obscured by an opaque layer of clouds made up of 168

sulfuric acid. 170
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Mercury is the closest planet to the sun. As such, it circles the sun faster than

all the other planets, which is why Romans named it after the swift-footed

messenger god Mercury.

Mercury was known since at least 5,000 years ago, where it was often

associated with Nabu, the god of writing. Mercury was also given separate

names for its appearance as both a morning star and as an evening star.

Greek astronomers knew, however, that the two names referred to the same

body. Heraclitus believed that both Mercury and Venus orbited the sun, not

Earth.

Venus is the second planet from the Sun and is the second brightest object in

the night sky after the Moon. Named after the Roman goddess of love and

beauty, Venus is the second largest terrestrial planet and is sometimes

referred to as the Earth’s sister planet due the their similar size and mass. The

surface of the planet is obscured by an opaque layer of clouds made up of

sulfuric acid.
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