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Leopards

Mr J

Leopards are mammals. They belong to the cat family. Like all big cats, they can run 16
very fast and pounce. Their powerful front legs help them to climb trees easily. Their 31

colour and spots make it very hard to see them in the wild. They have long sensitive 48

whiskers to help feel their way though the undergrowth at night when they are hunting. 63

They can see up to six times better than people. 73

The leopard lives in many different places. It is the only big cat in Africa that lives in 91

the rainforest, the grasslands, and the desert. Leopards have a territory that us about 30 106

sq km, They sleep during the daytime in trees. 115

The leopard lives alone. It spends its time checking its territory. It will spray logs and 131

trees with urine. This tells other leopards that it belongs to them. If another leopard 146

comes into its territory, there will be a fight. 155

A female leopard will stop wandering when she has cubs and will live in a den. The 172

mother has two or three cubs. She keeps them hidden in her den for the first eight 189

weeks. They learn to hunt by pouncing on her tall. They start hunting mice and rats and 206

then move on to bigger things. When they are about two years old, they leave their 222

mother to find a territory of their own. 230
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Curriculum-Based Measurement: Oral Reading Fluency Passage: Student Copy

Leopards are mammals. They belong to the cat family. Like all big cats, they can run

very fast and pounce. Their powerful front legs help them to climb trees easily. Their

colour and spots make it very hard to see them in the wild. They have long sensitive

whiskers to help feel their way though the undergrowth at night when they are hunting.

They can see up to six times better than people.

The leopard lives in many different places. It is the only big cat in Africa that lives in

the rainforest, the grasslands, and the desert. Leopards have a territory that us about 30

sq km, They sleep during the daytime in trees.

The leopard lives alone. It spends its time checking its territory. It will spray logs and

trees with urine. This tells other leopards that it belongs to them. If another leopard

comes into its territory, there will be a fight.

A female leopard will stop wandering when she has cubs and will live in a den. The

mother has two or three cubs. She keeps them hidden in her den for the first eight

weeks. They learn to hunt by pouncing on her tall. They start hunting mice and rats and

then move on to bigger things. When they are about two years old, they leave their

mother to find a territory of their own.
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